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Master Seminar: Topics in the Organization of International Trade 

 

Summer Term 2021 

 

  

Introduction: 

Over the last decades, international trade theory has undergone a steady transformation that has 

placed firms rather than countries or industries as the central unit of analysis. Taking as a prereq-

uisite a general knowledge of firm-based theories of international trade (that you will have after 

attending a Master-level course in Advanced Trade Theory), in this seminar we review a selection 

of recent research advancements in this area of economics. We will cover three distinct but com-

plementary topic areas and investigate trading firms in their organizational and institutional en-

vironment. First, we will be concerned with the organization of global value chains and aim to 

better understand the decision of firms to engage in foreign direct investment. Second, we will 

study the role and design of public institutions and their relevance for the functioning of world 

trade. In the third topic area we will study the dynamics of inter-firm trade and the challenges that 

businesses face in becoming successful exporters in the global economy. 

 

Requirements: 

Successful participation in the seminar requires: 

- Writing a term paper about one of the seminar topics below (Main text: 12 pages; 60% 

of the final grade).  

- Presenting your work in the seminar (30 minutes presentation; 30% of the final grade) 

- Moderating the discussion of one of the other topics (15 minutes discussion per topic; 

you will have to prepare and briefly present 2-3 questions to be discussed by the group; 

the discussed term paper will be made available to you before the seminar; 10% of the 

final grade) 

Prerequisites: 

- Participants are expected to have a profound knowledge of microeconomics, mathemati-

cal methods, and econometrics at the master level. Moreover, the seminar takes the con-

tents of the Master course in “Advanced Trade Theory” as a prerequisite. 
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Credit Points: 

- This seminar is suited for Master students only 
- Participation is limited to Master students in Economics, Internationale Wirtschaft & 

Governance, and Philosophy & Economics  
- The seminar gives 6 ECTS and can be used as a substitute for the module “International 

Labour Markets” or for “Individueller Schwerpunkt” 

 

Organization: 

There will be set of introductory lectures on the following dates that introduce students to fun-

damental models and methods relevant in the different topic areas of the seminar. In the initial 

lecture, the final assignment of topics will be made: 

Wednesday, 14 April 2021 from 8.30h – 12.00h  

Wednesday, 21 April 2021 from 8.30h – 12.00h 

Wednesday, 28 April 2021 from 8.30h – 12.00h  

The main part of the seminar with your presentations and discussions is scheduled for 

Thursday, 24th and Friday, 25th of June 2021, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. on both days).  

For obtaining credit points, attendance at the main part of the seminar (the meetings in June) 

is mandatory. 

The language of the seminar is English.  

Please note: If presence teaching in the summer term is not possible the seminar will take place 

online via Zoom. If presence teaching is possible the seminar meetings in June may take place at 

the university. I will take a final decision on this no later than the first week of June. The introduc-

tory lectures take place online. 

 

Application and Deadlines: 

- Applicants must enrol until 11 April 2021 using the following link:  

https://forms.gle/mXFyxzHeEgbYt9tF8 

Please provide a list with your three preferred topics from the list below. Since papers 

can differ to some extend in the employed methods it is strongly recommended that you 

go through them in some detail before applying. 

- Students who can participate in the seminar will be notified no later than 12 April 2021. 

Please make sure that the e-mail address in your application is correct and up to date, as 

we will use this contact information for correspondence. (Note that we do not give any 

information upon acceptance before that date.) 

- Registration: Provided that you can participate, registration has to be made via Cam-

pusOnline until 28 April 2021. 

- The seminar is limited to 15 students (first come, first serve) 

- Deadline for handing in the term paper: Friday, 18 June 2021 

- Deadline for handing in the presentation slides: Wednesday, 23 June 2021 

 

https://forms.gle/mXFyxzHeEgbYt9tF8
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Seminar topics: 

 

Global Value Chains and FDI 

1) Antràs, P., & Chor, D. (2013). Organizing the global value chain. Econometrica, 81(6), 

2127-2204. 

(https://doi.org/10.3982/ECTA10813) 

2) Acemoglu, D., Antràs, P., & Helpman, E. (2007). Contracts and technology adoption. The 

American Economic Review, 97(3), 916-943. 

(https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.97.3.916)  

3) Schwarz, C., & Suedekum, J. (2014). Global sourcing of complex production processes. 

Journal of International Economics, 93(1), 123-139. 

(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinteco.2013.12.006) 

4) Costinot, A., Vogel, J., & Wang, S. (2013). An elementary theory of global supply chains. 

Review of Economic Studies, 80(1), 109-144. 

(https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rds023) 

5) Gumpert, A., Li, H., Moxnes, A., Ramondo, N., & Tintelnot, F. (2020). The life-cycle dynam-

ics of exporters and multinational firms. Journal of International Economics, 103343. 

(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinteco.2020.103343) 

 

Institutions and Trade 

6) Bénassy‐Quéré, A., Coupet, M., & Mayer, T. (2007). Institutional determinants of foreign 

direct investment. World Economy, 30(5), 764-782. 

(https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9701.2007.01022.x) 

7) Levchenko, A. A. (2013). International trade and institutional change. The Journal of Law, 

Economics, & Organization, 29(5), 1145-1181. 

(https://doi.org/10.1093/jleo/ews008) 

8) Puga, D., & Trefler, D. (2014). International trade and institutional change: Medieval Ven-

ice’s response to globalization. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 129(2), 753-821. 

(https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qju006) 

9) Nunn, N. (2007). Relationship-specificity, incomplete contracts, and the pattern of trade. 

The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 122(2), 569-600. 

(https://doi.org/10.1162/qjec.122.2.569) 

10) Fajgelbaum, P. D., Goldberg, P. K., Kennedy, P. J., & Khandelwal, A. K. (2020). The return 

to protectionism. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 135(1), 1-55. 

(https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjz036) 

 

Trade Dynamics 

11) Besedeš, T., & Prusa, T. J. (2006). Ins, outs, and the duration of trade. Canadian Journal of 

Economics, 39(1), 266-295. 

(https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0008-4085.2006.00347.x) 

12) Cadot, O., Iacovone, L., Pierola, M. D., & Rauch, F. (2013). Success and failure of African 

exporters. Journal of Development Economics, 101, 284-296. 

(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2012.12.004) 

https://doi.org/10.3982/ECTA10813
https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.97.3.916
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinteco.2013.12.006
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rds023
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinteco.2020.103343
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9701.2007.01022.x
https://doi.org/10.1093/jleo/ews008
https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qju006
https://doi.org/10.1162/qjec.122.2.569
https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjz036
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0008-4085.2006.00347.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2012.12.004
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13) Iacovone, L., & Javorcik, B. S. (2010). Multi‐product exporters: Product churning, uncer‐

tainty and export discoveries. The Economic Journal, 120(544), 481-499. 

(https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0297.2010.02356.x) 

14) Albornoz, F., Pardo, H. F. C., Corcos, G., & Ornelas, E. (2012). Sequential exporting. Journal 

of International Economics, 88(1), 17-31. 

(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinteco.2012.02.007) 

15) Ruhl, K. J., & Willis, J. L. (2017). New exporter dynamics. International Economic Review, 

58(3), 703-726. 

(https://doi.org/10.1111/iere.12232) 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0297.2010.02356.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinteco.2012.02.007
https://doi.org/10.1111/iere.12232

